I would like to dedicate this special issue to children and adults who are affected by autism or related developmental disorders, as well as to their families and friends. I am indebted to the clinicians and care providers who have made tremendous effort in supporting these patients. They have inspired me to invest a significant amount of my energy to adventure into this area. I greatly appreciate all the contributing authors around the world whose hard work made this special issue possible.
I Autism, also known as autism spectrum disorders (ASD), is a group of prevalent neurodevelopmental disorders. ASD presents as a spectrum of syndromes characterized by impairments in social interactions, difficulties in verbal or non-verbal communication, as well as restricted and stereotyped patterns of interests and behavior.
Recent studies from the U.S. and other countries suggest that the prevalence of ASD may be as high as approximately 1 in 100 among boys. As compared with developed countries, China has lagged behind in social awareness about ASD and related research development. Autism Consortium China (ACC), a collaborative platform for autism research and clinical studies, was established at the end of 2009 in order to raise the public awareness, increase support for autism research and promote collaborations between China and the international community. Organized and co-chaired by Drs. Liping Wei, Bailin Wu, Xin Yu and myself, the 369 th session of the Xiangshan Science Conferences was convened in 2010 in Beijing, China with the theme of "Status Quo and Frontiers of ASD Studies". Over the past few years, the ACC has organized a number of research forums and public events to promote autism research and patient support in China. However, government investment on ASD research and for patient care in China is still far from sufficient. A major goal of this special issue is to rally stronger support for ASD, a major health issue in child development that has been largely overlooked and urgently deserves public attention.
